
 

 

Final words on the VFD 
The Veterinary Feed Directive (VFD) is almost here.  On January 1, the changes will take 

effect.  Interestingly, the VFD relates closely with the Beef Quality Assurance (BQA) 

program.  Let’s take a look at both of them. 

Six critical points are the foundation of the BQA program: 

 Start with clean cattle. 

 Feed cattle feeds that have not been contaminated with any chemicals. 

 Feed additive, pesticide, vaccine or drug must follow FDA, USDA, and EPA 

standards. 

 Medications should be administered correctly and all withdrawal times followed. 

 Write down detailed records of everything you do. 

 Check the records before you sell cattle to make sure everything is done properly. 

These six points relate very closely to the start of the VFD, although the two programs are 

separate.  The feed directive is, in essence, the Beef Quality Assurance program for feeds.  

The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is overseeing the feed directive implementation. 

With the VFD, there is a short list of antibiotics that are considered medically important.  

Those are tylosin, chlortetracycline (CTC), oxytetracycline, neomycin, tilmicosin, and 

chlortetracycline/sulfamethazine (a fixed combination).  The veterinarian needs to specify 

the approximate number of animals to be feed and the rate of grams per ton for the VFD 

drug.  The VFD product may be possessed, but not fed until a VFD is in effect.  In other 

words, if you “stock up” in December, you will still need a VFD in January to feed it.  If you 

mix your own feeds, you will be responsible for both the producer records AND the feed 

mill records, as you are acting as your own feed mill. 

We are going to be using an electronically-based company to assist with the VFD.  We will 

communicate with your feed mill regarding a needed VFD and maintain the records 

electronically.  If you have not already done so, please complete the questionnaire 

regarding your feed sources and return it to us.  If you have questions, please do not 

hesitate to ask! 
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Welcome to the River View Veterinary Service Newsletter! 

This newsletter is designed to provide cattle producers with  

timely information and education on a variety of topics. 

Sarah Foust, DVM and Terry Foust, DVM 

News and  

Upcoming Events: 

 Join us on Friday, 

December 9 from 5:30 

to 7:00 pm for the Port 

Byron Christmas Walk! 

 Are you VFD ready?  

These rules take effect 

January 1, 2017.  Ask 

us what you need to 

get ready! 

 Mark your calendars!  

Calving School is 

scheduled for January 

19 at the Cordova Civic 

Center!  Be watching 

for your invitation! 
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